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Assumptions of Effective
Instruction

o All students can learn if we teach them
carefully.

o The teacher is responsible for student
success.

o Generalization or tfransfer of learning is the
most critical stage of learning.

Teaching sometimes feels like
riding a roller coaster!
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The most effective and
efficient way of teaching
students is through...

oExplicit Instruction

Archer & Hughes (2011) note:

As educators, we all have the same goal: to help our
students make the maximum possible academic gains
in a positive, respectful environment that promotes
their success and nurtures their desire to learn. One of
the greatest tools available to us in this pursuit is
explicit instruction—instruction that is systematic,
direct, engaging, and success oriented...explicit
instruction is helpful not only when discovery is
impossible, but when discovery may be inaccurate,
inadequate, incomplete, or inefficient (p. vii).
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explicit
mstruction
Effective and Efficiont Toaching
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Why does “inquiry-based learning” only have an
effect size of .31 when it is an approach to
learni

ng that seems to engage students and

teachers so readily in the process of learning?
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Three “Do Its”
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Explicit Instruction: Historical and Contemporary Contexts

Charles A. Hughes and Jared R. Morris
The Pennsylvania State University

William J. Therrien and Sarah K. Benson
University of Virginia

Over the past 20-plus years, the instructional approach referred to as “explicit instruction™ has
been increasingly mentioned as an instructional method in the learning disabilities literature.
Exph(:l( mstrucnon is not a unitary intervention, but can be a combination of over a dozen

b p used to design and deliver instruction. This multicomponent
aspect likely conmbules to the variability of the descriptions and definitions of explicit instruc-
tion found in journals, books, and other published documents. Because explicit instruction has
become a prominent and often discussed topic in special education, we attempt to define and
describe the term more precisely in order to increase the clarity and consistency of its use in
both research and practice. In addition, we expand our discussion to include a brief historical
perspective of the evolution of explicit instruction from earlier programs and research efforts
such as “Direct Instruction” and “direct instruction,” as well as providing a summary of its
effectiveness, especially for students with learning disabilities.

5 Essential Components of
Explicit Instruction

The 5
“Pillars” of
Explicit
Instruction

Segment complex skills
Draw student attention to important
features of the content through
modeling/think-alouds

tcally faded supp
respond and receive feedback

Provide opportunities for students to

Create purposeful practice opportunities

Promote successful engagement by using

FIGURE 1 Five essential components of explicit instruction.
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5 Essential Components of
Explicit Instruction
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FIGURE 1 Five essential components of explicit instruction.
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127 Lesson 15
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Activity 8
Sounding Out

(When you go through the list of words,
distinguish between the letters m and n before
sounding out each word.)

(Touch under the n in an.) What is this letter's
sound? /nnn/

Sound it out. (Slide your finger under each

letter as students sound out.) /aaa/nnn/
Read it fast. an

Repeat the process with the following
words: nat, *sat, **ram.

Note: *(When you come to the word sat, say:)
The next 2 words have no dots. Sound them
out the way you always do.
**(Touch under the m when you come to ram.
Follow this procedure:)

What is this letter's sound? /mmm/

Sound it out. /rrr/aaa/mmm/

Read it fast. ram

Individual Practice

(Provide individual practice.)

Good reading. What should | do now? Puta
check mark on the lesson Mastery Sheet.

20

an

ant

nat

sat
ram
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I am Nat.

I am a ram.

Sam is a rat.

Sam and Nat sat on the mat.

131 Lesson 15
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One question: Would you want
your own children to go to this
school?
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Classroom demonstration

EDUCATION
i

For more, go to seattletimes.com/education

24

Would you want your own children
to go to this schoole Why or why
note
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.
SeattleTimes .

EDUCATION LAB BLOG

o Blog

Guest: Direct instruction offers [ g
clearest path for student success 5
=3

EDUCATION LAB BLOG How bst should s educate ur chidren? Wi et insiucton anm

fic North For more than 50 years, the best way to educate chiidren has been

Education Lab is a project to spark meaningful conversations about education solutions in the
heatediy debated by those who favor teacher-direcied instructon (also
known as explicit instruction) and their opponents who favor student-

Ao 30,2014 1431 PMA centered insiruction — 1o the point where the debates have become

G t: The d backs of Di t snre “Wars.” 8.9, the reading wars, the math wars

uest: 1he drawbacks ot Direc = Those who promote student-centered approaches faisely assume that
Instruction O children lear better when direct instruction is minimal, when the
[+ teacher Is not a teacher at all but a coach who faciltates each chid's

Pt by ok St == Inchioua e of g and paicnatceaton of ioviece

Direct Instruction works. And I'd never send my own child to a school that QP Hsn poodhebipesahalunnbnisvoviaiasibapus bl
aimost always measurably outperform similar schools where teachers

bl o not. The superiority of direct nsiruction for students atrisk for academic faiure was recently

recognized in a Seattle Times editorial about Aubum's Gildo Rey Elementary, a highly successful

That may seem like a paradox. But the picture becomes much
school in an impoverished communtly.

once you have a sense of what Direct Instruction looks like. Hi
century old, the program groups children by ability, breaks learing
objectives down Into their component parts, utilizes frequent
assessment and immediate correction, and even scripts teacher
instruction. According to the model's designer, Direct Instruction is “a
set of procedures for producing a change in behavior toward a pre-
stated objective.

Not surprisingly, students in Direct Instruction classrooms tend to score
well on tests. Even In less-formal applications of the model — in which
direct instruction” is not capitaiized, teachers work without scripts and

Jack Schneicer
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If it's so effective, then why is it
so controversiale

=CG)
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Areas of resistance

o Suitable for only some students

O Just rote learning and only suitable for learning
basic skills

o Too teacher directed and encourages students to be
passive learners

o Stifles creativity

0 Robs students of the “aha” effect
o Is not well liked by students

o Is not the best way to teach—there are better ways

(Source: Adapted from McMullen & Madelaine, 2014)
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28 Grades K-3

What about the evidence?

Explicit and
systematic instruction
oPhonemic

REPONT OF THE awareness

National oPhonics

Readi
Pon&g

TEACHING CHILOREN 1O READ

oFluency
o Vocabulary

oText )
comprehension

[ |
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Grades 4-12 |

Explicit and systematic
instruction

oWord study
oFluency

What about the evidence?

oVocabulary Reading
in the DL“(‘||)llnPs
oComprehension
oMotivation
BRI
LT 1] [T
30

And don’'t get me started

about mathl

Recommendations
Tier 1
Level of
Recommendation Evidence
1. Sereen all stud ident at risk for potenti i Moderate
i atrisk.
Source ™) - 2015 KB
Tiers 2 and 3
Level of
Recommendation Evidence
2 focus Minimal

mlmﬁdy dplhuulmcn!ofwhl numbers in kindergarten through
atoual e gadesthrough . Thes mateiale
Sotabe zlmdb)oommnm Sourco® -

3. Instruction during the i $on should be explicit and systematic. This
includes providing models of proficient problem solvin;, verbalization of
thought processes, guided practice, corrective feedback, and frequent
cumulative review. Source T - 2015 KB

4. i i i i ing word
based nderlying struct o

= . . . . e
with visual ideas and
I e rcdilont T s cocd ool vepeeoenta oud Wl mathae sl
ideas. Source® - 2015 KB

6. i I
session to building fluent retrieval of basic arithmetic facts.
Source ™ - 2015 KB

Monitor the progress of students receiving supplemental instruction and
other students who are at risk. Source T - 2015 KB

in tier 2 and tier 3

T 10

Consistent positive effects
on performance with word
problems and computation

@ using clear modeling, think
A alouds, practice with
extensive feedback.

| [
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or science...!
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Research Article

Instruction

David Klahr' and Milena Nigam?®

Pittsburgh

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE

The Equivalence of Learning
Paths in Early Science

Effects of Direct Instruction and Discovery Learning

'Department of Psychology, Carnegie Mellon Unirersity, and *Center for Biomedical Informatics, University of

or music...!

or sports...!

32

or riding...!
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or working af
Starbucks...!
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or even mountain biking!

2 SUNDANCE

« T8 SKILLS CLINIC -

34
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Grandma could teach us a

thing or twol

35

Let’s Review Before Visiting

36

with Kevin Bacon

10/25/17
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Assumptions of Effective
Instruction

o All students can learn if we teach them
carefully.

o The teacher is responsible for student
suUCcess.

o Generalization or tfransfer of learning is the
most critical stage of learning.

38

1. Segment complex skills.

2. Draw student attention to important
features of the content through
modeling/think alouds.

3. Promote successful engagement by
using systematically faded supports/
prompts.

4. Provide opportunities for students to
respond and receive feedback.

5. Create purposeful practice
opportunities. 1
}

Explicit Instruction

Oram stnt stk o rgcra
i o e comert Yo
e
romote sccesshs wgagemant by g
eremasiasytadod ipporep
oo corumtes s sacents o
e ecavs teodback
Crout suposed prctos opotrses

1 I —
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BE KEVIN BACON!

5 Essential Components of
Explicit Instruction

modeling/think-alouds

Segment complex skills
Draw student attention to important
features of the content through

40

Did Kevin...

1. Segment complex skills¢

2. Draw student attention to important
features of the content through
modeling/think alouds?2

10/25/17
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BE KEVIN BACON!

Segment complex skills

5 Essential Components of

41

Explicit Instruction

Draw student attention to important
modeling/think-alouds

features of the content through

tically faded

Promote successful engagement by using

Provide opportunities for students to
respond and receive feedback

Did Kevin...

N o=

prompts?

Provide opportunities for students to
respond and receive feedback?

. Segment complex skillsg

Draw student attention to important features of the
content through modeling/think alouds?

Promote successful engagement by
using systematically faded supports/

42
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BE KEVIN BACON!

5 Essential Components of
Explicit Instruction

lly faded supports/promp

respond and receive feedback
practice

Segment complex skills
Draw student attention to important
features of the content through
modeling/think-alouds

Promote successful engagement by using
Provide opportunities for students to

Create purposeft

44

Did Kevin...

1. Segment complex skillsg

2. Draw student attention to important features of the
content through modeling/think alouds?

3. Promote successful engagement by using
systematically faded supports/prompts?

4. Provide opportunities for students to respond and
receive feedback?
5. Create purposeful practice
opportunitiese

22
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Was Kevin Patient and Positive?

It Matters!

Or Does It?

10/25/17
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We tend to get “hammered” on the
apparent lack of generalization,
transfer of learning, and creativity
when explicit instruction is used.

See what you think!

48
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Thank youl!

When it comes to
best practices in
providing
instruction,
remember to be
like Kevin Bacon!
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